SHOT GUN
RENT BOOSTS

An enterprising landlord went to his .six
tenants and told thém individually ‘that .the last
one o sign the lease providing for a 15%
rent boost would have to move, since he him-
self wanted the apartment. Since moving is
an impossibility in the crowded city, the six
tenents jumped all over .themselves signing the
lease and paying the increase. The landlord,
of ‘course, had no intention of evicting anyone.
He used the ruse only to get more rent.

Such ruses, c:nd Jricks could be repeated by
the thousand. Most lendlords merely had to re-
mind tenants that they could ‘have their rents
doubled aiter February 20, when the rent “con-
irol” bill' goes out of existence, o geb signatures
on the new rentgouging leases.

The  situation in apariment hotels «all over
the country was porticularly deplorable. In.
creases ,0f from 20% to 400% were very mmuch
in evidence. Given a new impeius to swindle
the tenant landlords ore wusing hundreds of
party tricks to gain higher renis. Six room

cpariments are being converted inlo six single -

rooms, ecch one of which renis for as much
as the whole apartment did previously. “Re-
modeling™, “conversion” and -a host of other
loopholes of the rent bill have become formulas

for enormous rent boosis.
PLANNED GOUGING

To add insult to injury the landlords . refer
to their rent gouging leases as contracts which
are pursly voluntary. Yes, as voluntary as the
mediaval  highwayman who pressed’ a gun lo
his victim's head and demanded his money or
his life. The reel esiale associations planned
the sirategy which the landlords are follow-
ing. The threais 1o discontinues "heat, .garbuge
disposal, upksep of plumbing, discontinuance of
cleaning are too wuriformly resoried to by the
landlords o be merely « spontaneous ach. This
shameful extortion irom.lubor’s “pocketbook is «s
voluntary as a wage cut which iz imposed
on o worker,

Two vears after the end of the war, pro-
duction of new homes is so pathetically small
that the housing shorlage will undoubtedly re-
main with us for some time fo come. . Only
as unemployment grows and .as people are
jorced to double up with their in-laws or with
friends, will the situation relax. The same ca-
pitalism which could build a 100 billion dollear
war machine in two years is completely bank-
rupt in easing the positive needs of the people
such as housing.

. ’\/Iomemcmly .all kinds of tencxnt groups are
‘mushrooming into existence. The Sialinists are
using the :apparatus of the Progressive Citizens
of America — their liberal front — as’ a rally-
mg force for tenmants. :

“The tenant problem ‘is so pressing that thﬂ
authorities are unable to come out into the
open in support of the Ilandlords. To ‘do so
today would. be political suicide for many big
‘city politicians., The legadlistic- maneouvers, there-
dore, of the Stalinist groups are able to win
some victories.

The tenant problem, however, will eventually
merqe with the unemployed ‘problem. Caught
in the vise of lay-offs and increased rents the
worker will Teave to fight back with some real
militancy to keep « roof over his head. Tenant
groups and unemployed groups, working with
the labor movement, will have to use force
to keep workers homes intact.

As in the depression - days, groups of work-
ers will have fo stop the sheriff from making
evictions and will have to move evicted tencnis
back into  their apartments, if the sheriff at first
succeeds. Recourse.to the courts were worse
than valueless in the depression days. Another
recession -would bring forth similar hostility on
the part of the authorities and a similar need
for militancy on the part of the tenants.

(— )
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Wall Street Spends OUR Billions
To Keep Slave System Alive

Despite the optimistic note being sounded by
the siandard bearers for the Marshall plan the
inter-imperialist antagonisms will show up the
plan for what it is — o preparation for the
coming counter-revolutionary attack on the -Soviet
Unidn’ end a club against the revolutions whlch
will*undoubtedly sweep Europe. :

The Marshall Plan had héardly been hat.had
when « struggle broke out over the gquestion of
the Ruhr Valley. ' Redlizing the importance of

Germman economy lo wesiern European stability -

cmd in any future attack on the Soviet Union.
U. S. Imperialism is ready to invest heavily in
geiﬁng the Ruhr back to full producition. The
price will be a “large .share in the technmical
and moanagerial direction of the Ruhr”. The
unvarnished translation of this euphemistic “state-
ment is’ that the open domination of the Ruhr
valley by U. S. capilalism is part of the price
of bolstering British and French capitalism.
France does not find this to ils lkaq. It wants
a weak Germany.

Another ily in the om’lmenl is thoat the Sto-
linist bureaucracy of the Soviet Union may push
her demand for reparalions in such a manner
as to wreck the building up of German, Austrian
ond Italien industry. Ye! another complicating
factor is the lack of a stable currency in Europe
to permit a freer flow of goods across borders.
Commerce is’ stagnating because many exporters
refuse to do any selling for anything but “hard”
currency. Europe is running so short of Amer-
ican dollars that by the ‘end of 1947, without
« new monetary shot in the arm from' the U.-S..
a drastic curiailment -in’ productiori will take
place with a concomitant unemplovmeni. hunger,
inflation, and revolutionary fermeni.

EXPORT OR DIE

At the present rate of expenditure Britain's

Ioan’ from U. S. will last only. 28 weeks. In -

order to offset. the loan. Britain has -set herself
the task of increasing exports to 140% by the
end of 1947 and by 175% by. 1948, At the
present Britain's exports ‘are only shthly higher
than before the war,
rec:chmg the . export goals. for 1947 cxnd 1948
are- very poor. Therefore. Britain will - soon _ be

looking for another loan which will subordmate,

her even more to the knl of U. S. n'npenalxsm4

France, Italy, Greece, Netherlands will run -

out of dollars by 1948 and will- likewise expect'
another round of pump priming. U. S. imperial-
ism finds -itself being confronted by a two
horned dilemma. ~ If Europe is 1o be bolstered
up, American finance capital will have to pump’
untold bilions into European financial “arteries.
This will in turn lay - the basis for a future
even greater inflationary development. But the
Marshall plan attempts to averf inflation by
increasing production and exports., If it suc-
ceeds, however, it will result in greater pressure
of European- goods against U. S. captialism —

-and. the prognosis for:

both at home and throughout the world. In
crder to fight revolulion America is.thus building
up its competlitors.

The Stialinist bureaucracy, as « . counter -move:
to the Marshall Plan, is begimning io shape
up what may be referred to as the Molotov
Plan. This plan includes economic and political
agreements to set up a system of Sialinized
European buffer states as o coun!er-ofiensive to:
the CORDON, SANITAIRE which U. S. is build-
mg‘un As part of this project « South Slc:v
federation is being plugged for by the Stalinist
burequeracy.’ In such an arrangement trade re-
lations would be worked out so that Yugoslavia
would benefit from Bulgaria’s tobacco, while Bul
garia would gain from Yugoslavia's exporis of
lumber, copper. chrome, und bauxite. Thus the
Balkans are once more becoming one of the
“powder kegs” of Europe. And Poland, Roma-
nia, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, und part of Aus-
ria are definitely within the Stalinized system of
buffer siates being organized on the periphery
of the Soviet Union.

STALIN VS. UNCLE SAM

The offect of World War II in losses of men,
destruction .of resources and factories of  the .So-
viet Union as well as the logic of development.
of Soviet economy is driving the Stalinist bu-
requcracy into conflict with U. S. and. British

(Continued on Page 4)

$9 FINE PER MURDER

What price murder! The Centralia Coal
Company, which killed one hundred: and eleven

‘miners .in the March. 25th -explosion in its ‘mine:

has been fined the-minimum provided by the
state of $1,000 for' "willful neglect” — $8 for
ecxch ‘murder!

Every «eriminal would like to gel o break
like that. -Men who -steal '$10 or $20 are some:
times: railroaded to Jcnl for .twenty years. But

- the, powerful . Centralia Coal Company -which, by
- its’ deliberate’ neglect,: murdered off. such « large

number of people ond - -destroyed the -family hife
of four or five’ hundred more,-is let off with a-
pitiful token” pc:yment. of '$1,000.

And to cap the climax, the $1,000 {and more)
is already passed on to the public in the form
of higher prices for coal.

The owners of the Centralia company are as.
quilly of murder as if they had used a- gun.
and should have been treated .accordingly. But
under our capitalist “justice” starving people
to death, or forcing them ot work under a mur-
derous lack of safety devices, is no crime, Mux-
der and robbery . are crimes only when com.
mitted by poor people: otherwise they are only
“unfortunate” mistakes!



Page 2

JULY 28, 1947

LABOR DAY RALLY A
HOLLOW "PROTEST”

Now that the horse is out of the stable
the two “Bills” who run the Chicago Federa-
tion of Labor have decided to close the bamn
door. Prior to the passage of the Taft-Hariley
legislation Bill Lee, President of the CFL. and
Bill McFetridge, power behind the throne, failed
o organize even a moderate demonstration
against the slave law.
quietly . approached and asked to do what
William O'Dwyer. mayor of New York had done
— speak af « mass protest meeting in op-
position to the bill. But when Kennelly turned
this idea down the leadership of the CFL just
sat back and sent postcards to Washingion.

The belated protest on Labor Day will be
a very mild “protest” indeed. Speckers invited
include the same Kennelly who didn't want to
‘talk BEFORE the bill was passed; Governor
Green, reactionary Republican, whese Party
leaders pushed the bill through; and William
Green, President of the A. F. of L., whose timid
behavior in refusing to sanction national strike
action in the iface of the overwhelming sentiment
for it, is in great mecsure responsible for Labor's
defeat.

NO PROGRAM PUT FORTH

At the CFL meeting which discussed the
Labor Day demonstration, nothing was said
about the political program for the event. Un-
questionably the lesson that” will be implanted
in the minds of the workers will be “reward
your friends. punish your enemies — elect ‘good’
men to Congress next time”. This sort of non-
sense will win nothing for the workers. The
TaitHartley bill must be fought DURING its
enforcement by greater labor solidarity. It must
be fought by more sitrikes and greater militancy.
It must be fought by united action of ALL
unions in refusing to cross each other's picket
lines. . ,

But the leaders of the AFL have already
stated where they stand. Dan Tobin, head
of the Teamsters (largest AFL aifiliate) has
threatened again to suspend Teamster locals that
strike in sympathy with other Unions. He has
-called for respecting the Tait Bil. “We are not
revolutionists”, he says. The other AFL big-
wigs have promulgated a similar program —
not action at the point of production, but “elect-
ion of good men” is the by-word.

Under such circumstances the Labor Day
Rally can only be o circus. - People will come
to see and hear the Hollywood stars invited io
entertain, but they will get no message of
struggle.

In effect the Labor Day “action” ‘is no action
at all — it is simply an attempt to cover .up
INaction. Having done nothing to stop passage
of the Taft Bill the leaders of the omce very
militant Chicago Federation .of Labor are now
merely trying 1o clear their skirts with their
memberships by puiting on o gala circus.
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Mayor Kennelly was

_ country.

The “Democratic Process”
In Korea

What America has done in Korea completely
exposes iis pretensions to spread “democracy”.
In the U. S. and Europe conditions still macke
it possible for Uncle Sam to cloak his nefarious
motives with “liberal” phrases. In Korea it's
different.

. Until recently 2% of the people in Korea
owned 66% of the land. ' Seventy-five percent,
however, lived on farms of less than three
acres, all owned by absentee landlords. Aver-
age preduction per farm was only $150 .an-
nually, of which the terant kept only 18% to
25%. Previously these landlords found collabo-
ration with the Japanese very profitable since
they were allowed to maintain their dominant
position.

The masses, however, setf up Peoples Cem-
mittees of Law and Order in various parts of
the courtry when it was apparent that Japan
was on the road to defeat. These Commitiees
ousted collaborators and took control of the
They organized the distribution of “wice
on a more equitable basis and redistributed
considercble land. R

Both the Stalinist burccracy and American
capitalism, however, were fearful that these Com-
miitees would go too far in their democratic
moves. Hence they insisted on armies of oc-
cupation in a country that had been under
the yoke of Japan for decades! In the Soviet
zone the Stalinists allowed the Peoples Com-
miitees to function, but subordinate to the wishes
of the army of occupation.

ILLEGALIZE COMMITTEES

In the American zone the Committees were
immediately illegalized and former Japanese ad-
ministrators and collaborators were put back into

many seats of power., The same absentee land-
lords who collaboraied with the Japanese im-
perialists during the war are now given the
green light by General Hodge, head of the
American army of occupation.

The U. S. has two reasons for maintaining
a force in Korea. First, it is fearful of any
moves on the part of the masses to solve their
own problems. Formation of Peoples Commitiees
to divide the land may spread to other sections
of Asia unless it is put down in Korea. Second-
ly. Korec holds « strategical position as «
flank on the Soviet Union’s eastern ifrontier.
Wcll Street views this as an important military
and political peint to counteract Stalinist in-
fluence. in Manchuric and te threaten the Si-
berian irontier of the Soviet Union.

For these. advantages America is paying the
price of $140 millions for vearly occupation
costs and is preparing « $500 million three yvear
loan program to stabilize the American occupa-
tion zone.

The American military governmeni has do-
nated $333.020 besides equipment and supplies
of gasoline, automoibles, shoes, cots, etc.. for
the formation of a Korean boy scout movement,
that ‘will form the basis for an anti-Soviet na-
tionalistic Korean Army. This boy scout move-
ment has 80,000 members, and iis instructor
both come from, and base themselves on, the
teachings of the Hitler' Youth Movement.

Thus the pretensions for democracy are so
much eyewash. Uncle Sam refuses to permit
the real democratic forces — the workers and
peasants of Korea — any say in the govern-
ment. It prefers instead ic deal with collabo-
rators of Japan, gbsentee landlords and fascists.

Facts and Fancy In
Hungarian Crisis

What are the facts behind the ouster of
Premier Nagy from Hungary? The ZAmerican
press is attempling to prove that this is another
sign of Russian intervention into the internal
affairs of its satellites. As if America itself
is not intervening into the internal affairs of
Greece, England, France and all other countries!

The situction in Hungary must be viewed
reclistically. The Stalinists are using their own
methods (methods we disagree with} to set up
a buffer siate, and the ZAmerican capitalisis
are trying to woo the Small Holders Party
in order to break Soviel control.

World Report, a conservative capitalist maga-
zine, states that. “Arrests by the Communist con-
trolled security police in connection with the
recent conspiracy trials number about 100. So-
viet military courts have tried only half a dozen
Hungarians in six months. American military
courts in Germany exceed that number in «
single day. The mdjority political parties, repre-
senting 90% of the electorate, are campaigning
freely after rejecting Communist proposals for
a combined slate with a pre-arranged result.”

Nagy is in reality an extreme rightist in
the Small Holders Parly. As a representative
of the big landlords and capitalisis he opposed
the three year plan now being instituted to na-
tionalize the basic indusiries. The nationdliza-
tion, it should be noted, still continues private
profit; the present owners will receive interest
on bonds insiead of dividends on stock.

CRUMBS TQ STOP REVOLT

The Stalinists, in order o stave, off any move-
ment on the part of the Hungarian masses to
take matters into their own hands, have divided
a considerable portion of the land. $800 mil.
lions in damage was suffered by Hungary during
the war. One half of the catile and horses
were lost. 66% of the pigs, 75% of the sheep,
and one hali of the farm tools and wmachines.
In addftion- a drought in 1946 resulted in con-
siderable starvation.

Confronted by these circumstances the Stalin-

‘ists insfiteted some land reform in which the

{eudal estates of 50,000 aristocrats were divided.
Those, with 1,000 acres were entirely dispossess-
ed. Others were allowed to keep 140 acres.
Many peasants got 6 to 12 acres, and the
workers in indusiry were given a sop by the
socalled nationalization program.

Neither Nagy. stooge of Wall Stréet, nor the
Stalinists can reclly solve the Hungarion pro-
blem. The masses need complete expropriation
of the capifalists, not reformist plans whereby
the copitalists continue to exort profits even

though industry is naiionalized. The land must

not only be divided by elemeniary steps taken
to bolster the poor peasant, to form machinery
collectives, buying collectives, etc., the whole
fabric of capitalism must be. uprooted. Stalin-
ism aitempts merely o reform the system from
one direction. Nagy attempis to bring it back
to the “ol3” ways. Neither offers a soclution.
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IS A LABOR PARTY
THE ANSWER TO THE TAFT BILL?

A famous debater once said: “If you've got
nothing to say, be sure to talk LOUD”. The
weird alliance of Bill Green, Phil Murray, the
Stalinists and the Trotskyists of all wings, are
today talking loud and furious cobout “political
action” as the answer to the Taft Bil

Green and Murray, who bragged that they
had turned down the demand for a general
strike, are now most “militani in their espousal
of “political” action. “We .are going to organ-
ize politically to deleat every member of Con-
gress who voted for this law”, says Green.
The CIO will intensify its Political Action Com-
mittee work. And the Sialinists and Trotskyists
go one step further. Foster's Party is calling
for a Third Party, with Hamry Wallace evidenily
at the head: and James P. Cannon, not fo
appear too close to the Stalinists, wants a Third
Party without Henry. “A Labor Slate in ‘48!
Put Labor in the White House! ™ No one in
Congress not conirolled by Labor!” Such is the
reformist claptrap of the Trotskyite press.

Isn't it significant that those who refused
general strike action are so vigorous in their
demand for parliamentary action? Isnt it ob-
vious that the two are aniipodes? Campaigning
for “good” congressmen is a SUBSTITUTE for
action at the point of production, sirikes, de-
monstrations, organization of workers defense
groups and workers councils to defend Iabor.
Putting “Labor in the White House” is no more
a solution in America than it was in England.

BRITISH EXAMPLE

In England Labor is IN the White House.
And what is the result? Strike-brecking by the
government is even greater in England than
in the U. S. A forcedlabor bill is advocated
by Labor Party government leaders that is even
worse than the Taft-Hartley bill.

On the part of the reformist labor leaders
such as Reuther, Wolchok, Dubinsky, the call
for a “Laber Party” is an aitempt to channelize
Labor's efforts away from militancy in the
factories inte the harmless channels of the
electoral system. On the part of the “left”
wing Labor Partyites the call for o Third Party
is shameful treachery. These people prattle
about “revolution” on Sundays. but when it
comes to downright proposals for action they
always tail-end the reformist camp.

How can one talk of desiroying the capital-
ist system in one breath and propose Labor
in the White House with the other. Labor has
been in the White House during the Blum gov-
ernment in France, the Caballero government
in Spain, the MacDonald and Atlee governments
in England, and innumerable other popular front
and “socialist” ¢overnments through Europe.
Has that made any difference? Not one iota.
Blum i{ock away most of the gains made by
French Labor prior to his accession. MacDonald
and Atlee distinguished themselves as sirike-
breakers.

In fact such behavior is inevitable. You
can not put a square peg in a round hole.
A working class leader can not rule at the
head of a capitalist state, except by carrying
out the historic tasks of the capilialist class.

Possibly a more. “liberal” group of politicians
in Washington would have delayed passing the
Taft Bill this year: but such legislation is in-
evitable as soon as the capitalist crisis deepens.
It must be remembered that the “libercl” Roose-
velt instituted all kinds of controls over labor,
including the illegalization of its basic right
to strike during the war. Given o« certain
condition the capitalists must resort to certain
antilabor measures. Given a crisis they will
pass on the cost to the working man — no
matter WHO is in the White House.

WHAT IS A “LABOR SLATE'

The slogan “A Labor Slate in ‘48!  Put
Labor in the White House!” is a harmful tra-
vesty and a shameful policy, Whom do the
Trotskyites mean when they say “Labor” in
the White House? Do they perhaps mean
Jemes P. Cannon, running on the program of
the Trotsky Party? In that case, why build an-
other Party, a so-called “Labor” Party? If the
workers can accept the ideas of a socialist
state, then they certainly will not be refracted
by a label. Obviously by “Labor in the White
House”, the Trotskyites mean the Labor FAKERS,
such as Dubinsky, Lewis, Reuther, et al. Dur-
ing the war the Trotskyites were ready to accept
conscription so long as it was run by these
gentry for the White House. The same fakers
who betray labor in its day to day struggles,
who undermine Labor's efforts and who col-
laborate with the employers., are now fo be
asked to rule the country in the name of
“Labor”!

Reduced to its bare essentials the Trotskyite
and Stalinist program for a Labor Party merely.
means -—~— giving the same fakers who sell
you out every day in your sirikes an opportunity
to sell you out on a much larger scale, as heads
of .government. There is no other interpreta-
tion of this reformist program of Stalinism and
Trotskyism,

The .answer to the Taift Bill is certainly in the
realm of POLITICAL action; but political action
of a class siruggle nature. The real fight
against the Taft Bill must come through political

-and economic strikes by workers: political de-

monstrations demanding the removal of the
shackles of the Taft bill: organization of workers
defense squads to defend strikers and demonstra-
tors against the police and army: organization
of workers councils to direct the efforts of a
united working class against the capitalist state.
Once such POLITICAL ACTION is taken care of,

then participating in elections in order io use
it as a FORUM TO EXPOSE CAPITALISM AND
THE WHOLE CAPITALIST MACHINERY becomes
an auxiliary.

BREAK WITH STATE

We must bend every effort to break the
worker from the capitalist state — that is the
essence of a correct program to- fight reaction.
The Green-Murray-Trotsky-Stalinist plan ties the
worker more firmly to the capitalist state, instills
illusions about reforming it by puiting “labor
men” into office. This is political action all
right, but WRONG political action. It is not
an answer to the Taft Bill: on the contrary
it is the same kind of reformist thinking and
action which made the Taft Bill possible. It
should be recalled that when the CIO labor
leaders found workers rebelling against their
no-sirike policy ot the end of the war they
fed them the pap of “Political Action Com-
mitiee”. In the' first election thai PAC partici-
pated in, the leadership was intoxicated with
its “victories”, particularly the role it played in
re-eleciing Roosevelt. Subsequently these victories
were shown to be shams; the workers showed
their dissalisfaction with the Roosevelt Party in
the 1946 elections by voling for any opposition
that made itself voluble' — in this case the
Republicans. The PAC program had proven
its bankruptcy. Workers found that its oppe-
sition was only token opposition to capitalism,
not real opposition.

The new Labor Party agitation is PAC on
« broader scale, but it can only lead tfo similar
debacles. The slogan will undoubtedly be popu-
lar for some time to come. Anyone who sup-
poris this reformist catchall, however, will event-
uclly pay with his political head. The workers
will not soon forget those who led them inio
another reformist blind alley. rather than telling
them the truth.

FRAME-UP OF
STALINISTS

Gerhard Eisler, Eugene Dennis and other
leaders of the “Communist” (Stalinist) Party are
being railroaded to jail on flimsy charges of
refusing to comply with the rules of the House
Un-American Committee,

Many so-called revolutionists are gloating
over these misfortunes of the Stalinists.
them right”, is the. claim. This kind of think-
ing is a menace to the whole movement. We
certainly have no briet for the Stalinists; the
working class some day will seitle accounts with
these traitors in its own way. But the campaign
against Dennis, Eisler, Fast and others is only
an OPENING gun to railroad to jail ANYONE
who will oppose, for whatever reason, the
coming war of American capitalism against the
Soviet' Union and against the world working
class.

_The Stalinists today offer an excellent scape-
goat for Wall Street. The Russain regime is
so obviously 'of a police character and the
Stalinist Parties are so obviously only a border
patrol for the foreign policy of Uncle Joe, that
it is relatively simple to isolate these people
and send them to joil. But‘these frame-ups
are forebodings of the future. Let no onme
rejoice. Today the Stalinists are sent to prison:
fomorrow the genuine anti-war fighters against
the American counter-revolution will be framed.

While we struggle politically against Stalin.
ism we offer our support in the fight against
the present wave of government frame-ups!

“Serves’

WHAT WE STAND FOR

1. Capitalism can not be reformed. The profit
system can only bring more misery, war
and depression,

2. © We are therefore opposed to all reformist
parties, including the Labor Party, which
strive merely to paich up the present capi-
talist system.

3. We are for independent working class
action on all fronts, starting from strike
action at the point of production and lead-
ing up to the revolutionary destruction of
capitalism,

4. We are for full' equdlity for cll oppressed
minorities, for the right of self-determina-
tion for dall colonies.

5. Defend the Soviet Union. Reestablish a
Marxian Party, Soviets, Trade Unions and
Armed Workers Militias {fo accomplish the
Political Revolution against the Stalinist bu-
rocracy. Extend the Octcber Revolution
throughout the world.

6. For a Revolutionary Marxian Porty in the
United States and a New Fourth Communist
International on a world scale.

7. For the establishment of workers control
of production for use under a workers
gouncil government.
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Rail Sirike Threat Gains Resulis

BULLETIN The SP engineers setiled their July. 21st strike cfter 6 hours. Exact

detdails  of the settlement are not yet known os we go to press.-

demand is for a $2.93 raise per day

A settlement just reached between the Loco-
motive, Firemen, Enginemen and the Texas &
New Orleans (alsor known as the Atlantic line
of the Southern Pacific) broke the ice. in ' «a
long accumulated log jam of grievances among
train, engine and yard service workers. Other
crafts, however, are still out in the cold.

The S. P.s nolorious tough policy of «d-
justing grievances is well known. More of iis
cases were piled up before the National Rail-
road Mediation Board than any other carrier.

The National Railroad Mediation. Board with
the aid of the present set up of 21 separate
unions In railrozd industries, did « bang up
job of divide «nd conquer.

Four organizations had either started or com-
pleted a strike vote. The firemen and engine-
men had voted 99% for « sirike. The loco-
motive engineers had set June 5§ for a walk
out on the S. P.Js Pacilic system but deferred
it when. the board mtervened

After. two weeks of medicﬂion an agreement
was reached between the firemen and engine-
men and the T&NO. Vice-President William Lash,
who represented the brotherhood in the con-
fsrence, declared that o “very satisfaclory setile-
men!” was entered into, affecting 1,200 B. of
LF&E members of the system.

JOMN DEWEY___
"A MARXIAN CRITIQUE"
By SID OKUN
10c

" Many of the grievances were cleared up
including quite a few that involved substantial
back wage claims, Lash said. Other gains
were secured, too, including the right to repre-
sent outside hostlers: improved rule relative to
discipline cases, and a requirement that ice
water be furnished at all terminals.
important in hot climates). .

OTHER CRAFXTS STILL FIGHTING
‘However no seitlement was reached at the
Wcthmgkon purley of the Pacific system, which
had provokad strike votes by two other crafts,
the engineers and conductors and irainmen.
These tivo are tcking a sirike vote, aad the
Mediation.Board, which is the tool of the Rail
barons, will be on hand. to inlerveme after the

vote is completed, o siall and halt
action.

The rail kings, the Mediation board, and their.

Lobor Lieutenanls did « very neai job for the
S. P. system.. The solidarity of all the workers
on .this road was .prevenied by « piece meal
degling with each separcle union on diffsrent
paris of the S. P.s system. ; '

Thus the divide and conquer Iacltic used
by the rail barons, giving a few more crumbs
to the most united and militant group, the fire-
men and enginemen on the T&NQO, removed
them from. the scene of shife, lemporarily.

The railroad worker can soon remedy this
situation of defeuts and hollow “victories” of
a few crumbs plus ice water o wash it down,
if and when he. unites «all crafis . and shows «
solid front against the boss class and his agents.
A united industrial union of all RR workers
iz the crying need to offset the divide and
conquer tactics that the capitalisis of the rails
are so fond of using.

Within a few hours after the passage of
the Taft-Hartley Labor Bill, the more militant coal
miners spontaneously struck in protest. A few
days later, 400,000 miners were out of the pits.
Many Trade Union Locals called dpon John L.
Lewis to lead a general protest strike against
the new anti-labor law. If Lewis had answered
:the call, he would have found hearty response,
‘not only among the miners, but from the rank
cmd flle of all orgamzed ldbor.

~-But- cmyone who. recxlly expected I.ew:s to

Alead suph protest action has simply been blinded. -

by the sham show: of militancy which Lewis
occasionally uses in order to confuse his mem-
bership and the advanced workers everywhere.

Lewis began his labor career uhder the tu-

torship of the xeactionary labor lieutenant Sam’

Gompers, for whom he served as. legislative
representative in Ilinois. He then- ‘climbed to
the top in the Mine Union, not as an elected
official, but as a mdchine man who rose with
the machine. During the first ten years of his
leadership he broke down every vestige of
democracy in his Union and betrayed a dozen
large scale strikes. He deprived 20 out of
30 districts of their autonomy. expelled leaders
like John Brophy, Alec Howat, George Voyzey
and .moany others. - He first showed his true
colors .on" a large scale when he betrayed the
1919 strike of the coal miners under cover of
the reactionary phrase “you can not fight the
government”’.. He has followed this policy
throughout his career.

and the Miners
"CAN"T FIGHT GOVERNMENT”

In January 1943 thousands of miners left the
pits in a spontaneous movement against an un-
justified union dues hike of 50c and « demand
for « new contract The War Labor Board
ordered an immediate return to .work. - Lewis.
echoed this order with the promise that he
would negotiate a new coniract. The miners
did. not go back {o work. Rooseveh then issued
his infamous “back to- work” ultfimatum .and
Lewis supplemented it by threatening expulsion
from the union of all those who- did not comply.

Lewis stalled the promised . negohahons from
January 1943 to October. -During this period
he often, in WORDS, condemned the War Labor

. Board, but-in DEEDS he broke every spontancous

rank and file movement of the miners. The loud
anti-boss noises of his, succeeded for « time
in fooling the workers. In October, Lewis’ nego-
tiated a new contract which gave the workers
an increase in pay only on the basis of in-
creased hours of work.

The recent coal mine shuidown merely con-

" finues to expose the role which Lewis has al-

ways played. The workers: walked out in spon-

" taneous mass strike against the Taft-Hartley Bill.
The fact that a demand for a new contract was

coupled with this protest against the Labor bill
does not lessen the POLITICAL possibilities of
this spontaneous movement. As TIME. of July 7
states: “In his cocked fist, . Lewis held the -threat
of a full scale strike”.. John L. Lewis was the

Maijor’

(This is

sirike .

key factor in forming any real fighting oppo-
sition to.the new anti-labor law. Militants through-
out the nation would have rallied immediately
behind any movement by the mine workers. But
both Lewis .and the House of Morgan, which
negotiated with him realized this danger. They
settled the economic, issues quickly and stopped
the political protest.

'$6.00 RAISE

The capitalist press blazed headlines of «
35¢c to 45¢ per -hour raise for the miners. Actual-
ly the take-home pay was .increased $6 per
week, or 15¢ per hour, which is the general
pattern in the whole industry. The difference
is taken up by the reduction in working hours
from nine to eight per day. The Chairman of
the United Siates Steel Corporation correctly de.
fended the seolilement from the wrath of his
Iellow capitalists by pointing out that it was
the same kind of weekly wage increase gained
by workers in other industries, not more.

That the gain was this much is not Lewis’
fault. He has always backed down from «a
Goldsborough injunction. The gains made now
are the result of the complete and unparalleled
solidarity oi™he mineworkers. Undoubtedly o
rank oand file-controlled leadership could have
done much better.

These gains can be and will be wiped out
— s were previous miners’ gains — if the
Union members plcce any faith in John L. This
maestro of the labor fakers can soll out « sirike
and accept’ a wage increase with greater grandi-
loquence cnd more wind than any other faker
in coaplivity, He can dress up a defeat as a
victory, and can press cgent a minor victory
into « gigaatic one. When it comes back to
the mine towns, however, the Lewis reign has
resulied in thousands of heartaches and con-
siderable hunger. Particularly when times get
worse, must the miners keep «.sharp eye on
Lewis and organize their own rank and file
groups.

Wall Sireet Spends OUR Billions.
To Keep Slave System Alive

(Continued from Page 1Y

imperialism everywhere. Under a Marxist lecder-
ship the development of Soviel! economy would
manifest itself more and more as a struggle
for the extension of the Russicn. revolution. The
Russian Revolution must — to live — have an
outward direction. Even under the blight of
Stalinism the development of Soviet economy has
an .outward direction.

But the mortal fear of spreading the work-
ers’ revolution, drives Stalinism to Stalinize
Europe by nationalizing industries and lands
from the. TOP, without organizing real soviets
and without expropriation of the" basic capitalists.
The position of the petty _bourgeois and inci-
pient bourgeois elements in the burocracy, tends

“to drive for wars and skirmishes io gain access

to raw materials; “capital goods, and strategical
positions. Inevxtubly this -must result in ¢ more
sharpened antagonism between the revolutionary
working . class  of Europe against Stalinism, on
the one- hand, and ‘the workers in the Soviet
Union -against Stalinism, on .the other.

Without the extension of the October revo-
lution in Europe and throughout the world, and
without the overthrow of the Stalinist burocracy
by the Russian workers, the. Soviet Union is
doomed. -Never was the question of the mecha-
nics of organizing the working class for a political
revolution against: Stalinism as important as it
is today. The struggle against imperialism and
the defense of the Soviet Union cannot take
place without at the same time o« struggle
against the Stalinist: burocracy and its append-
ages, the “Communist” Parties, throught the
world.
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